


  USHLI Mission and HistoryUSHLI Mission and History  

USHLI  is a  Chicago-based national  nonprofit, nonpartisan, tax-exempt  organization that promotes  education,  civic  
participation, and leadership development for Latinos  and other similarly disenfranchised groups.  USHLI is a     
member of the Board of  Directors of HACR, the Hispanic Association on Corporate Responsibility, and NHLA, the 
National Hispanic Leadership Agenda. 

MissionMission  
  

The  mission  of the  United States  Hispanic Leadership  Institute (USHLI) is to  fulfill  the promises and principles of  

democracy by empowering minorities and similarly disenfranchised groups and by maximizing civic awareness and 

participation in the electoral  process. 

Institutional HistoryInstitutional History  
 

¶ Incorporated Midwest Voter Registration Education Project April 1982 

¶ Chartered Midwest Voter Registration Education Project May 1982 

¶ 501 (c)(3) tax-exemption status granted September 1982 

¶ 4945(f) letter of determination (advance ruling) received September 1982 

¶ Became Midwest-Northeast Voter Registration Education Project  December 1987 

¶ Became United States Hispanic Leadership Institute December 1996 

 

  

USHLI PresidentUSHLI President  
  

USHLI is led by Dr. Juan Andrade, Jr., one of only two  Latinos in history to receive a    
Presidential Medal "for the performance of exemplary deeds of service for the nation" and 
"promoting leadership and civic participation,ò and the 11th  Latino in  history to be decorated 
by a U.S. President (Bill Clinton). 
 
 
In May 2011, Dr. Andrade became the 4th  Latino in history to be decorated by both the  
government of Mexico and the government of the United States, when he received the    
Ohtli  Award, Mexicoôs highest honor presented to a civilian not living in Mexico                 
ñin recognition of his contributions to the empowerment of the Mexican and Mexican-
American communities in the United States.ò His predecessors include the late                
Cesar E. Chavez, the late Dr. Hector Garcia, and the late Mario Obledo. 

USHLI Track Record USHLI Track Record (as of June 1, 2011)  
 
Civic Participation ï 2,218,750 citizens registered to vote 
Leadership Development Events/Programs ï 285,000 participants  
 

Project SED (Students for an Educated Democracy) ï 227,500 participants  
 

Career/Educational Opportunities  ï $1,173,000 awarded in scholarships & internships  
 
 

Training  ï 45,000 local volunteers have been trained  
 

Financial Literacy ï 3,500 present and future leaders served  
 

Leadership Conferences ï attended annually by over 6,000 leaders representing 40 states 
 

Research  ï 427 studies/reports published to date; including The Almanac of Latino Politics 



2012 Student Leadership Series 2012 Student Leadership Series   

Middle School Students Middle School Students   
Students in grades 6-8 will be invited to attend a life-changing event where they will hear a    

nationally prominent motivational speaker and will be asked to make personal and public      

decisions to stay in school. They will have the opportunity to attend workshops on how to focus 

on staying in school, how to improve their academic performance, how to develop more        

nutritious eating habits and healthy living skills, and how to engage their counselors in planning 

for an academically successful experience in high school.  They will also have the opportunity 

to visit with recruiters representing vocational and technical schools, community colleges, and  

4-year academic institutions in the immediate vicinity.  This will serve to ensure that middle 

school students begin to envision and understand the process of transitioning into high school.  

High School Students High School Students   
Similarly, high school students will hear nationally prominent motivational speakers, and attend 

workshops on what they need to know about post-secondary education or training, nutrition and 

healthy living, and financial aid/literacy.  They too will also have the opportunity to visit with   

recruiters representing vocational and technical schools, community colleges, and 4-year    

academic institutions in the immediate vicinity and branches of the military.  Students will also 

receive a CD containing a list of scholarships available to all students whether they are citizens, 

legal residents, or undocumented.  This will serve to ensure that high school students begin to 

envision and understand the process for transitioning into the post-secondary education or 

training  program of their choice. 

College Students College Students   
College students will also hear two nationally prominent motivational speakers and one speaker 

representing government, corporate America, or academia.  They will attend workshops on the 

availability of career jobs, graduate school opportunities, leadership development, financial   

literacy, coalition building on their campus, nutrition and healthy living, and civic participation.  

Community college students will also receive assistance in transitioning into 4-year degree   

programs.  Team building and networking exercises will also be offered.  This will serve to    

ensure that college students acquire the leadership skills needed to lead their respective       

organizations, have a better grasp of the opportunities for careers and internships available to 

them, and become more engaged in promoting civic participation.   

ParentsParents  
Wherever possible, parent leadership training will be provided on how to prepare children 0-3 

years of age to learn, how to help children develop good study habits, how to monitor student 

progress, how to help children transition successfully from middle school to high school and 

then to college, how to provide leadership to the entire family during adolescence, and how to 

help prepare children for post-secondary education or training.                 
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